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intended for schools. It is a significant fact
that in June, 1909, there was given in Paris a
public poetical competition of the best poems of
the year. The organisation of this festival of
the muses was very deficient, but the event in
itself is an index of genuine interest in poetry.

In fiction, Daudet, Loti, Rod, Bourget, Ana~
tole France, Maupassant, Theuriet, Bordeaux,
Barres, Bazin, Zola, Huysraans, de Vogue, and
Jules Verne would, as a band, compare favour-
ably with any other group of French novelists
at any period in the history of their country.
Under them, the French novel has evolved in
almost every direction, becoming at once more
idealistic in spirit and more realistic in sub-
stance. While, as a whole, untrue to French
life, it has come nearer to it; and it is, to-day,
a great agent for the distribution of all forms
of knowledge to the masses, a vehicle for the
discussion of all possible questions, and a great
sociological force. During the Empire, with
notable exceptions, it was an admirable toy;
now it has become a potent social tool.

Political oratory, as brilliant as, and more
solid than, during the preceding reign, may point
with pride to Gambetta, L^on Say, Challemel-
Lacour, de Mun, Deschanel, and Jaures. While
these men are still lamelv insrnmd by the great